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Brother Jean KERFOURN 
(1939 – 2014) 

Died 4 October 2014, in Cholet (France) 
aged 74, with 55 years of Religious Profession. 

On 20 July 1937, Jean-Marie Kerfourn and Marie Joséphine Roudaut entered the church in 
Kerlouan (Finistère) to promise to be faithful to one another for the whole of their lives. Of 
this union were born four children: Adrienne, Jean and his twin sister Marie-Louise (born 9 
November 1939 in Gouesnou, Finistère) and Marie-Thérèse. Jean was baptised on 16 
November 1939 and received the Sacrament of Confirmation on 19 May 1949.  

After a period at Pont-Croix studying, Jean chose to enter the Montfortian novitiate in 
Chézelles (Indre et Loire), drawn by the Montfortian spirit, probably inspired by an aunt 
who was a Daughter of Wisdom. He made his first vows there on 19 March 1959, taking the 
name of Brother Yvon.  

In 1960 he did his military service for 27 months (from 1 January 1960 to 1 May 1962). He left 
for Algeria, a stay which left a serious mark on him, and about which he spoke very little.  

From September 1962 to December 1963, Brother Jean was in Saint-Laurent-sur-Sèvre, where 
he did an apprenticeship in electricity. From December 1963 until September 1967, he lived 
at Pontchâteau, where he perfected his mastery of electricity. He was then a member of the 
“flying squad”: putting his talents in electricity and plumbing at the service of the various 
communities in the Province.  

In 1967, he became a member of the Montfortian missionary team in Dourdan, in the 
Parisian region; with Brother Joseph Renou and Father Robert Barbier, he was a worker, a 
“worker Brother”. In 1969 he was part of the Montfortian team in Toulouse (November 1969 
-December 1973); he worked in a company providing electrical goods.  

Then, Brother Jean was offered the opportunity to go to the Haiti mission. Father François 
Gayot, the Provincial of the Haitian Province, was “favourably impressed by the 
candidature of Jean” and Mgr Augustin, SMM, the bishop of Port-de-Paix, was happy to be 
able to include Brother Jean in the team of the secretariat and bursar’s office, and to have 
him take charge of the Procure. After a period of rest and preparation, Brother Jean left for 
Haiti on 6 June 1974. He remained there for two years before being appointed to the General 
House in Rome in April 1976. His mission was to have several strands: the upkeep of the 
house and the cars, welcoming visitors, and even a project for a printing press… It was from 
the General House that Brother Jean went several times to help the establishment of our 
presence in Zagreb (the former Yugoslavia), not to mention various services at La Gardiolle 
and at the Maison Natale in Montfort-sur-Meu.  

In September 1982, Brother Jean returned to France. He joined the secretariat of the 
Montfortian Pilgrimage: two years in Paris at the Rue de la Tombe-Issoire, and two years in 
Bois-Bernard (Chapelle Basse Mer). After a further year in La Gardiolle in the “flying 
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squad”, he was appointed to Notre-Dame du Marillais (1987). His talents were a precious 
gift to this Marian Shrine, where Jean was very happy and where he made many friends.  

From April 1992 until March 1993, Brother Jean took a sabbatical year with the “Emmaus 
Community” in Bernes sur Oise (founded by Abbé Pierre). Then he returned to Notre-Dame 
du Marillais before going to Notre-Dame de La Gardiolle in 2006. It was in 2009 that he left 
La Gardiolle for the community of the Holy Spirit in Saint-Laurent-sur-Sèvre. There he spent 
himself without counting the cost: various labours, upkeep of the garden and the lawns, 
etc…  

May Brother Jean receive the reward of this active life given to God and to others. May his 
life’s ending, which surprised us by its rapidity, and the sufferings his illness brought, be the 
source of salvation for Jean and the world. 

 


